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The purpose of a writer is to keep civilization
from destroying itself.

Albert Camus

Deliver me from writers who say the way
they live doesn't matter.

I'm not sure a bad person can write a good book.
If art doesn't make us better, then what on earth is it for.

Alice Walker

Anyone who believes you can't change history
has never tried to write his memoirs.

David Ben Gurion

One of the obligations of the writer is to say or sing
all that he or she can, to deal with as much of the world as

becomes possible to him or her in language.
Denise Levertov

English usage is sometimes more than mere taste,
judgment and education -- sometimes it's sheer luck,

like getting across the street.
E. B. White
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The test of literature is, I suppose, whether we ourselves live
more intensely for the reading of it.

Elizabeth Drew

There was never a good biography of a good novelist.
There couldn't be. He is too many people if he's any good.

F. Scott Fitzgerald

Everywhere I go I'm asked if I think the university stifles writers.
My opinion is that they don't stifle enough of them.

There's many a best-seller that could have been
prevented by a good teacher.

Flannery O'Conner

 The most essential gift for a good writer is a built-in, shock-proof,
shit detector. This is the writer's radar and all great writers have had it.

Ernest Hemingway

I speak to the Black experience, but I am always talking
about the human condition--

about what we can endure, dream, fail at and survive.
 Maya AngelouÊÊ
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There is only one trait that marks the writer.  He is always watching.
It's a trick of the mind, and he is born with it.

Morley Callaghan

I love being a writer.␣ What I can't stand is the paperwork.
Peter DeVries

The desire to write grows with writing.
Erasmus

 The poet's voice need not merely be the record of man,
it can be one of the props, the pillars to help him endure and prevail.

William Faulkner

All good writing is swimming under water and holding your breath.
F. Scott Fitzgerald

Writing is easy.␣ Al l you do is stare at a blank sheet of paper until
drops of blood form on your forehead.

Gene Fowler
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If he wrote it, he could get rid of it.
He had gotten rid of many things by writing them.

Ernest Hemingway

The demonic paradox of writing: when you put something down
that happened, people often don't believe it; whereas, you can make

up anything, and people assume it must have happened to you.
Andrew Holleran

Half my life is an act of revision.
John Irving

To write simply is as difficult as to be good.
Somerset Maugham

The role of a writer is not to say what we all can say, but what we
are unable to say.

Anais Nin

When I stepped from hard manual work to writing, I just stepped
from one kind of hard work to another.

Sean O'Casey
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Always grab the reader by the throat in the first paragraph, send
your thumbs into his windpipe in the second, and hold him

against the wall until the tagline.
Paul O'Neil

I am hungry for life and for death also.
I know what I know and I write it.

Octavio Paz

True ease in writing comes from art, not chance.
Alexander Pope

However great a man's natural talent may be,
the art of writing cannot be learned all at once.

Jean Jacques Rousseau

The man who writes about himself and his own time
 is the man who writes about all people and all time.

George Bernard Shaw

I have had a "call" to literature of a low order--i.e.
humorous.␣␣I t is nothing to be proud of,

but it is my strongest suit [. . .] seriously scribbling to
excite the laughter of God's creatures.

Mark Twain (Samuel Clemens):ÊÊ
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Whatever our theme in writing, it is old and tried [. . .]
it is only the vision that can be new; but that is enough.

Eudora Welty

Writing is not like painting where you add.
It is not what you put on the canvas that the reader sees.

Writing is more like a sculpture where you remove,
you eliminate in order to make the work visible.
Even those pages you remove somehow remain.

Elie Wiesel

Now and again thousands of memories converge,
harmonize, arrange themselves around a central idea

in a coherent form, and I write a story.
Katherine Anne Porter

␣

␣
I started with all the handicaps, incapabilities and helplessness.

I didn't talk when I was twenty.
I taught myself by the act of writing.

Anais Nin

␣

The best way to become acquainted with a subject is
to write a book about it.

Benjamin DisraeliÊ (British politician (1804 - 1881)

Writing saved me from the sin and inconvenience of violence."
ÊAlice WalkerÊ (American writer, b.1944)
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Dreams are illustrations...
from the book your soul is writing about you.

ÊMarsha Norman

Writing is thinking on paper.
ÊWilliam Zinsser

Writing is the only thing that, when I do it,
I don't feel I should be doing ␣something else.

ÊGloria SteinemÊ

When you use words, you're able to keep your mind alive.
Writing is my way of reaffirming my own existence.

ÊGao Xingjian

␣

Reduce your plan to writing.
The moment you complete this, you will have definitely given

concrete form to the intangible desire.
ÊNapoleon Hill

Writing a book is an adventure. To begin with, it is a toy and
an amusement; then it becomes a mistress, and then it be-

comes a master, and then a tyrant. The last phase is that just as
you are about to be reconciled to your servitude, you kill the

monster, and fling him out to the public.
ÊWinston Churchill
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␣
I love writing. I love the swirl and swing of words as

they tangle with human emotions.
ÊJames A. Michener

Talent is helpful in writing, but guts are absolutely necessary.
ÊJessamyn West

The good writing of any age has always been
the product of someone's neurosis.

ÊWilliam Styron

␣

␣ The reason why so few good books are written is that so
few people who can write know anything.

William Strunk

We do not write because we want to;
we write because we have to.

Walter Bagehet

There are three rules for writing the novel.
Unfortunately, no one knows what they are.

W. Somerset Maugham
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If a writer wrote merely for his time,
I would have to break my pen and throw it away.

W. Somerset Maugham

␣
A writer is a person for whom writing is more difficult than it

is for other people.
Truman Capote

␣ ␣

Why do writers write? Because it isn't there.
Thomas Mann

␣ ␣

Some editors are failed writers, but so are most writers.
T. S. Eliot

Either write something worth reading or
do something worth writing.

Benjamin Franklin

I never know what I think about something until
I read what I've written on it.

William Faulkner
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It is excellent discipline for an author to feel that he must
say all that he has to say in the fewest possible words, or his

readers is sure to skip them.
John Ruskin

The writer must write what he has to say, not speak it.
Hemingway, Ernest

The only living works are those which have drained much of
the author's own life into them.

Samuel Butler

Every author in some degree portrays himself in his works,
even if it be against his will.

Johann Wolfgang Von Goethe

Writing is a dreadful labor, yet not so dreadful as Idleness.
Thomas Carlyle

The secret of all good writing is sound judgment.
Horace
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If any man wishes to write a clear style,
let him first be clear in his thoughts.

Johann Wolfgang Von Goethe

Most writers regard the truth as their most valuable possession,
and therefore are economical in its use.

Mark Twain

Why did I write? What sin to me unknown dipped me in ink,
my parents , or my own?

Alexander Pope

How vain it is to sit down to write when
you have not stood up to live.

Henry David Thoreau

His style is chaos illumined by flashes of lightning. As a writer
he has mastered everything except language.

Oscar Wilde

To write well, express yourself like common people,
but think like a wise man. Or, think as wise men do,

but speak as the common people do.
Aristotle
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As I take up my pen I feel myself so full, so equal to my
subject, and see my book so clearly before me in embryo,

I would almost like to try to say it all in a single word.
Georg C. Lichtenberg

I write in order to attain that feeling of tension relieved and
function achieved which a cow enjoys on giving milk.

Henry Louis Mencken

A man writes to throw off the poison which he has accumu-
lated because of his false way of life. He is trying to recapture
his innocence, yet all he succeeds in doing (by writing) is to
inoculate the world with a virus of his disillusionment. No

man would set a word down on paper if he had the courage to
live out what he believed in.

Henry Miller

Of all that is written,
I love only what a person has written with his own blood.

Friedrich Nietzsche

For a creative writer possession of the ''truth'' is
less important than emotional sincerity.

George Orwell

WWWWWisdom On isdom On isdom On isdom On isdom On WWWWWriting...riting...riting...riting...riting... From JournalingLife.com

g

p

o

t



Compliments of www.JournalingLife.com  -  Write like you mean it.
Created February 24, 2005

Everywhere I go, I'm asked if the universities stifle writers.
My opinion is that they don't stifle enough of them.

Flannery O'Connor

I am writing in the garden. To write as one should of
a garden one must write not outside it or merely somewhere

near it, but in the garden.
Frances Hodgson Burnett

Writing is the only thing that, when I do it,
I don't feel I should be doing something else.

Gloria Steinem

Good things, when short, are twice as good.
Gracián

All human beings have an innate need to hear and
tell stories and to have a story to live by ... religion,
whatever else it has done, has provided one of the

main ways of meeting this abiding need.
Harvey Cox

If my doctor told me I had only six minutes to live,
I wouldn't brood. I'd type a little faster.

Isaac Asimov
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Arguments over grammar and style are often as fierce as
those over IBM versus Mac, and as fruitless as Coke versus

Pepsi and boxers versus briefs.
Jack Lynch

Writing is a solitary occupation. Family, friends, and society
are the natural enemies of the writer. He must be alone,
uninterrupted, and slightly savage if he is to sustain and

complete an undertaking.
Jessamyn West

Women do not always have to write about women, or
gay men about gay men. Indeed, something good and new

might happen if they did not.
Kathryn Hughes

Critics are by no means the end of the law. Do not think all is
over with you because you articles are rejected. It may be that

the editor has his drawer full, or that he does not know
enough to appreciate you, or you have not gained a reputa-

tion, or he is not in a mood to be pleased. A critic's judgment
is like that of any intelligent person. If he has experience, he

is capable of judging whether a book will sell. That is all.
Lavina Goodell
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If I had to give young writers advice, I would say don't
listen to writers talking about writing or themselves.

Lillian Hellman

Yes there is a meaning; at least for me, there is one thing
that matters - to set a chime of words tinkling in the minds

of a few fastidious people.
Logan Pearsall Smith

But words are things, and a small drop of ink,
Falling, like dew, upon a thought, produces

That which makes thousands, perhaps millions, think.
Lord Byron

To get the right word in the right place is a rare
achievement. To condense the diffused light of a page of

thought into the luminous flash of a single sentence,
is worthy to rank as a prize composition just by

itself...Anybody can have ideas--the difficulty is to express
them without squandering a quire of paper on an idea that

ought to be reduced to one glittering paragraph.
Mark Twain
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I don't wait for moods. You accomplish nothing if you do that.
Your mind must know it has got to get down to work.

Pearl S. Buck

Put the argument into a concrete shape, into an image, some hard
phrase, round and solid as a ball, which they can see and handle

and carry home with them, and the cause is half won.
Ralph Waldo Emerson

Poetry: the best words in the best order.
Samuel Taylor Coleridge

A short saying often contains much wisdom.
Sophocles

Fiction is the truth inside the lie.
Stephen King

The difference between fiction and reality?
Fiction has to make sense.

Tom Clancy
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Fill your paper with the breathings of your heart...
William Wordsworth

The reality is more excellent than the report.
Ralph Waldo Emerson

History will be kind to me for I intend to write it.
Winston Churchill
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